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TREASON, POPE#R.Y, vc. -.Brought 
| _- to a Pubiique Teſt, Oc. 


"THE INTRODUCTION. 


Efore 1 come direQtly, ta diſcover.,apdinfiſt upon, the 
Mair of my -Delign ;. it may:not be improper per- 
haps, previouſly to exhibit. {uch [preparatory Definitions, 
and Refutations of Erroneous Opinions, as are of natural 
Tendency toward clearing.the way to the Gre/s of the Im- 
portant and. Comprehenlive Szbject in. 4zifation. And to 
begin with. Policy : . It may be termed.an 4-t conſiſting of. - 
certain general and fundamental Rules, forthe Government 
of a Community, For as Architetture contrives, and draws. 
out the ode! of a Bailding ; io does Policy ſer down a pro- 
per Scheme of a City :. managing and determining Contro- 
verſies about; Partitions ,,, Marriages, Laws, Subjetion, 
Contrafts, and -Puniſhments.. . SLY OE”; 

I ſhall in.che'next place, proceed to diſtinguiſh betwixt. 6;,:1 pj; 
this Political Art and the-Goſpel ; in order to cruſhingthar.,,, Phyſicks 
dangerous Opinion, that makes the Goſpel to be meerly A-of equal di 
Political Dottrine'; according to the Preſcriptionsof which inition from: 
all Governments ought to be eſtabliſhed... This Errour has:the Goſp:l. 
caſt. divers States very dear ; by prompting, miſtaken Zeal . 
to-ſeditious Violences upon the Civil Regiment, under co- 
lour of reducing it to Goſpel Ryle. In ſuch Inſtances this: 

Age has been molt unhappily fruitful :. So.that to clear the: 
Point, I ſhall ſerve my {elf of. the ſmile of Phyſicks ; bes 
twixt which Profeſſion and Goſpel! Precept, there is equally: 
as wide a differace,as betwixt the Goſpel and. Policy of State... 
Pity, *tistrue, 1s a main Branch of a Phyſician's.Charatter ; 
and ſo is it of a Prizce's too: But yer. the Arts themſelves. 
cannot be faid to haveany direc Relation.tothe Goſpel: For 
that reveals Eternal. Rriehreonſmeſs which the Heart con- 
+ ceives by Faith; and atthe ſame time enjoyys Obediece to: 
the Civ Sintions of the leveral Conntries wherein we live. 


p B: OUTWARD; 


[=] 
The Goſpel OUTWARD Adtion is the Obje& of Policy ; as treat- 
approves of ingof Property, Succeſſian, Commerce, and the like,which 
= T— jo often vary, according to the Gerins of each reſpeCtive 
Gorbr i 7 Nation. The Perſian Zaws differ from thoſe of Athens; and 
"ment. the Roman fram both : andas a Chriſtiaz-not-only faſhions 
his Zzbie, but alſo computes the 7 me, according to the 
praQtice of the placeheabidesin ; ſo may-helawfully ſub- 
mit to their C:vil HJyftitntions, When the Prophet Z/ar as 
was in Perſia, he decided matters by the Zaws of that Peo- 
ple ; and when at Fersſalerm, according to' the Fewiſh, In 
Paleſtine the Centnrion obſerved the Fewiſh; in Rome the 
Roman 7 aws : So thatit ſeems manifeſt, that ſ#ch'things do 
not more affe@ or depend-upon the Goel, than do wartety- 


of Habits, and of Computations. Were this Important Dz. 
: ſtinftion effteQually "gina would not alittle promote 
the Eaſe and Reveregnce of the 1aziftrate : For it would de- 
feat the Attempts of ſuch as projeQ the poyſoning of the Peo- 
ple in their AMleriance, by malicious Deſcants upon Subſidies, 
State-Griewvances, Hereditary Rights, Perogative, and Penal- 
zies, You ſhall hear them preſcribing to Zythes, and brand- 
ing that Contrat with Zmpiety, which the Zaw of Nations 
warrants the Zegality of Wickliff has mightily beftirr'd 
 himſeFf about non-payment of Zythes to Droniſh Prieſts : 
Capito ſtickles for Princes to curtail their Revenres : Taxes 
Xuinglins calls Harpyes : and others, the Publicans Racket. 
The /ibertine Anabaptiſts condemns all Zudicature z and the 
ſubtil Presbyrer too much Zdolizes the Geneva Plat form. 
Now theſe Erroneous WVovelties have fill been fatal to all 
Piiblick Quict: So that it concernsevery honeſt man to fortify 
himſelt againſt ſuch Deluſions,under what Mask ſoever pre- 
ſented: And this he cannot better do, than by an entire re- 
lance upon this ſure Principle, That the Goſpel takes Cogni- 
Zance of the [utegrity of the Heart; and, without interpoſing in 
H'1tmane Jnjunions, permits all ſuch Forms of Govern- 
ment, as are azreeable to Right Reaſon: Av it approves of 
ArchiteCture and Phyſicks, which are founded upon the ſame 


Baſis. 
FEW 


_ —— vg 43 


* — "AS 


(233 


FEW or none of the Ecclefraſtical Writers have taken Innovation 
notice of this material Difference : And upon this ſcore the in Funda- 


Popes have been encouraged to invade Empires, and to 
arrogate a pretended Power of diſpoſing and transferring 
of Crowns, at pleaſure. I cannot too otten therefore in{1- 


-nuate, That all Laws and Conſtitutions, ot diametrically. 


oppoſite to the Reſults of uncorrupted Reaſon, the Goſpel al- 
lows of, Let us then conſider, that it a Divize ſhould ſet 
up for a Phyſician, every body would laugh at him, for 
thruſting his Sickle into another mans Harveſt. If ſo; how 
vain mult be the-fo/ly of thoſe Zufie people, that, before 
they be well acquainted with' the Common Aphoriſms of 
State, will undertake for ſodering the Flaws of Govern- 
ments 2 The ancient Laws will not ſerve their turns ; and 
therefore muſt be aboliſh'd, to make way for the Intro- 
duction of New ones; even a Hundred tor One too: So 
true is that of Plato, to abrogate old Laws, zs to cut off the 
Head of an Hydra. Remove ye any of the main Pillars 
in a Building, and the whole Fabrick falls to the ground: 
Even ſo the Change of One Fundamental in a State, is, for 
the moſt pgrt, attended with the Deſtrudon of all the ref. 
Oh! the horrid Confw/rons that are uſually Conſequential to 
ſuch Proceedings! Nay at the very beſt, mutation of Go- 
vernment does ever include the greater Evil: And there- 
fore have all able Stateſmes ſo unanimouſly contended 
againſt ſuch {rmovaſions. Frederick Duke of Saxony (a - 
Prince of exquiſite ab:/ities in the Art of Governing ) 


would, with his G8 macht beuvegung, ſtill be chwart- 


ing theſe Staze-Projects : Implying by the Expreſſion, that 


Magiſtrates ought to be particularly careful in their Pro- 
viſions againſt things that tend to ſtirring of Commortons, 
and Jogging of Publick Flumours; which are raisd in a mo- 
ment, but ſettle not rightly upon their Lees again,. in a 
whole Age. » 2 
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LA Reprehen SOCRATE S, 'upon- the very Eritrance into his Po- 
Fon of all ſe- I;ticks, banifh'd all Poers his City." And it were to beivif'd 
(ditious OIt- af leaſt, that all the iSors of the Miniftry would duly re- 
inp th © fletupon the Duties of their Funition ; for then they might 
| wy} eaſily diſcover State-matters to be utterly Foreign to Their 
'N ' buſineſs: So that they would more vigorouſly intend the 
[ Preaching of the Word upon the Subjetts of Faith and Re- 
| pentance, Charity and Obedience. © What have we to do 
* (they would ſay) with the Atons of Princes, or with De- 
* ſcants upon the Conveniences or Diſadvantages of Civi/ 
* Saxttions, and Forms of Rule 2 Let Monarchs Ena& Laws 
*for the Reſtraint and Puniſhment of the 'Profiizate and 
* Mutinous, and ſecure the Publick Tranquility by Courts 
< of Juſtice, and Examples of Terrour. They would un- 
derſtand the Text, The Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe au- 
thority, but it ſhall not be ſo with Tou; to be an expreſs 
Prohibition of all indireft Endeavours toward the annulling 
of Flumane Ordinances, and of ſarpations upon the Rights 
of Princes. © Our Daty (they would cry ) is humbly to 
« ſubmit to them, our ſelves, and to wite-4 the like Obed;- 
< exce unto others. In fo doing, we ſhall trace the Exam- 
* ple of our bleſſed Sawionr and his Apeftles, who repea'd 
© none of the Roman Laws ; nor intermedled in Caſes De- 
* rogatory from the Furi/dittion of Common-Wealths ; but 
< ſpent their =—_ in Communicating to the Faithful, the 
* knowledge of the Trae God. Butwupon this Theme 
F have been more copzous in another place. 
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That the Goſpel approves of Civil Ordinances. 


F.T is not every one that has the Grace to build upon 
'& that ZFrerna/ Righteouſneſs which the Goſpel recom- 
mends:'S$o that the 7niverſal Good neceſlarily requires an 


Eſtabliſhment of ſuch other Methods of Diſcipline, as may 
—_ be 


ww 
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be effetualto corre the Licentious Outrages of the Diſo- 
bedjent. Now as the Goſpe/ well enough likes of 7:/age, 
Architefure,and all other Crafts, of immediate relation to 
Humane Welfare ; can it.be imagin'd that it ſhould refuſe 
its Approbation to ſuch Ordinaxces, and Political Conſtitu- 
tions, as are Conſentaneous to the Dictates of Right Rea- 
ſon'2 No ſurely ! But it is the Diviz&s Province to clear 
this matter ; that ſo neither the Mageſtrate, nor the Sub- 
jett, may plead ignorance of their reſpeQtive Charges. Prin- 
ces are to hold, that they were plac'd in thoſe Z7igh Stati- 
ons by the Hand of the Almizhty, to whom they are con-. 
tinually to apply themſelves tor af/iftance, and to reſpect 
his Glory in all their Conſultations. The People areenjoyn'd 
a Faith, that as this 7erreſtrial Globe, the Refulgent Body of 
the Sun, the fertility of the Earth for the nouriſhment of 
its Creatures , and the conſtant ſuccefſron of the Seaſon 
were made, and conſtituted, and do itill ſubſilt by the YV7r 
tue of an Omnipotent Being : Soby the ſame /mmortal Po 
er do Kings Reign, as Gods Subſtitutes; and Laws are Enact- 
ed for the benetit of Mankind. Nay, mark it well, and a 
more Immediate Providence may be oblerv'd in the preſer- 
vation of States, than in the /upport of Nature her elf. 
For how were it poſlible tor a Po/ztique Body to bear long, 
up againſt the rage of Satay, and the inveterate Perſecu- 
tions of his Miſcreant Agents, unleſs by a conſtant Flux of 
Heavenly fluence, ſecur'd from Difſo/ution 2 By this now 
it 1s idol that the 4/mizhty Efpouſes the Protection of 
Governments ; owns them, and the juſt Vengeance which the 
Prince inflis, to be truly hzs. By 7 have ſaid ye are Gods, 
(in the P/almi/t) plainly appears, that Kings are of his own 
appointment : T have ſaid, unplying as much as, 7have made 
them: And ye are Gods, refers to, and denotes the Divini- 
ty of their Office, as God's Vicars. S. Paul allo, Rom. 13. de- 
clares Civil Ordinances to bea good thing. 

WE RE but theſe 7ruths rightly inflilfd into the 
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minds of the People ; How would they enhance a Yenera- 
7201 tor the preſent Laws and Lawgivers? and inſtead of 
Precarious, (which ſome do impiouſly ſuggeſt 7 to be) 
found Qpbedijence , according to ZolyWrit, upon Obliga- 
tions Of Conſcience. 

O F7 ! the Wretched State of thoſe Men, that ſacrifice 
their (zzet to their Ambition ; that compaſs Sea and Land 
to gain their End; and that know no other meaſure of things 
Figt and Honeſt, than as they more or /eſs adminitter to the 
Gratification of their Defires ! It neither the Writings of 
the Fathers, nor the Examples of many Great but Unfor- 
zunage Men, are ſufficient to work in them a Reformatzor : 
At leaſt let them hear Demoſthenes upon this ſubjett, cry- 
ing out, If 7 could renew my youth, and be certain of ariv- 
ing at the Higheſt Offices over and above ; yet would I ra- 
ther chuſe to be my own Execationer, than concern my ſelf 
azain in any Publick Adminiſtrations. Nay, let them fur- 
ther ſeriouly weigh it, that although God is ready, in 
time of Danger, to help ſuch as are _—_ call'd forth to 
ſo eminent a Station; yet cannot thoſe, who, by 7/legal 
means, do Graſp and Uſurp Authority, be able to promiſe to 
themſelves any ſuch protection. 


On the firſt Book of Ariſtotle's Politicks. 


S Private Manners are the ſubjett of Ethicks, which 
trom Natare inter the Reaſons of Virtue : So Policy 
diſputes of C:vi/ Society, and the Dutzes of it; deducing 
its Cauſes from Natural Principles. | 
FIRST; A4ri#tle draws the Original of Society from 
the Coupling of Man and Woman in Wedlock : Fence a 
Family : and trom 7hat a C Hy. 
THEN; From the Faculty of Speech, which were 


uſeleſs, but for mutual Commerce ; and: from that Rule, 


Nature 


. 


CF 
Nature makes nothing in Vain ; he concludes, 'That Max 
is inclin'd to Society as well throuzh motions of Nature as of 
Profit. 

HE. then ſubjoins an Encomium of Civil Society ; in 
| words to 7hjs purpole : © The firſ® Inſtitutor of. $ octety and 
© Government, was.thereunto induced both by Reaſon and 
« Neceſſity : For as Marx (in his Natural Perfelion) is the 
« Nobleſt of Creatures ; ſo diveſted'of Law and Juſtice, he 
« is infinitely the moſt pernicious. For all the Salvage 
*Outrazes imaginable (we ſee) do commonly attend upon 
« malicious and depraved W4, polle(sd of Power. «Mars 
« Natural Weapons are Prudence and Virtue; which yet 
« are frequently abus'd to exds never intended by the jir/# 
«. beftower of them. Without Virtue Mar is the moſt crue/ 
«and ſenſual of Bruits; only by Natural, or Habitual Tu 
« ice, heis reclaintd into Gentleneſs and: Civiliry: 


Il HAVE. offen hinted, That if it were barely for his The Prine;| 
Method fake, (in which he is _ excellent) Ari/to- ples of Poli-! 
tle is worthy to be read'and noted; becauſe from him onl Y Cy are deriv- 
(I think) is tobe learn'd the s#/Zof digeſting our 7houghts £4 from the) 
into an exatt and graceful order.——— Now as other 4:5 Nature of 
do proceed from certain Prixciples diſcoverable by Natura} "ans 
Light, (asin Geometry, (for inſtance) the whole is ever big- 
ger than any one Part ; things equal, as to-anythird; are af 
equal among themſelves, &c,) ſo neither is this Are with- 
out its Fundamentals deriv'd from the Exd or Being of Max. 


F7t.. 


Man #s by Nature prone to Society. 
The firſt ſtring of Society is the Lawful Conjun- 
Mon of Man. aud Wite. 


T O. zheſe he ſubjoins others. As, 
The Reſult of this Society is a Family, confiſt ing of 


Parents, 
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Parents, Children, and Servanys. 


11 a Community ſome muſt neceſſarily Command, 
and others Obey. 


FROM Naturelikewiſe he derives the Cauſes of Rule 
and Subjection. © For as ſome Members of the Body ( ſays 
* he) are madefor Servitude; Others for Direttion : So ought 
* the wiſer ſort of a Corporation to be advancd, and the 
* weaker to ſhrowd themſelves under their Patronage. 


Yb Commend BY theway, letmeobſerve to you the wonderful «- 


' and Obedi- genuity of this Paſſage; where, by a Survey of the Natu- 
\ enceare ac- ral, helo pertinently diſcuſſes the Cauſes of Superiority and 
| cording to Swbjetion in the Body Polttick: for having laid open the 
jp! Nature. The Or 

'' Ground of 


izinal of Society, he might thence fairly have proceeded 
to treat of Government; as intimating by that 7ranfition 
the impotlibility of a Community's ſupporting it ſelf, with- 
out the benefit of ſome form ot Civil Regimen : And allo, 
that as it is Natural m_ that prompts us to the Culri- 
vating of Commerce; 10 are Command and Obedzence the Le- 
gitimate Iſſue of certain ſecret Cauſes, in the Nature of Man. 
Now it is the work of a Philoſopher to remarque, and 
Comment upon ſuch common Rules asare ingraven in the 
Breaſt of Nature. Theſe, Rhetoricians term Theſes ; be- 
cauſe, they being ſupposd, many other —_ do follow of 
1 Courſe. Civi/ Laws are the Reſult of ſuc Pofilion,: as 
Hypotheſes to them : (For Example:) Man cannot ſubfift 
w7thout Society : Nor Society be maintain'd, without Poli- 

tique Order : Therefore are Laws eſ/tabliſh'd, for the preſer- 

The Law of Ving-of\the-Publique Peace, aud tbe Magiſtrates Authority, 


. 


Nature isa Inuzlable. 


| DivineLaw, BEFORE I po any further, let mie caution you 
; andſoare to obſerve, that the Law of Nature istruly a Divine Law : 
| And that al Decrees relating to the Cheriſhing of Mutual 
' Diſtintion, Commerce, by found Conſequence deducible from Nature, are 


of it, with 


worthy 


' 
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worthy the Reverence of Divine Laws; and as ſuch, their 
Authority ought to be valu'd. For as the Eye is Illumina- 
ted from 4bove; Even ſo is Reaſon alſo influenc'd with ſuch 
a Beam of Heavenly Light, as Capacitates it to Diſcern 
things neceſſary to the ſupport of Fumane Life. But hence 
15in no wile tobe inferr'd yet, that all the Dreams of Phz- 
loſophers are to be reſpeCted as Oracles : For we mult diſtin- 
guiſh betwixt things deliver'd upon good ground, and the 
contrary, by the Rules of Logique: And what we find to 
proceed from Categorical Concluſions, to paſs an E/timate 
accordingly upon it. The $S?oiques, and Others, do Cavil 
upon many Ridiculous Points ; Nay, and there are, even 
in Phy/iques, and Architetture, ſundry weak Aphoriſms, 
which, upon due Examination, have been juſtly Explo- 
ded. — But I ſhall now return to Con/tder this Profitable 
place in Arifforle. Having from the Parts of Man's Body, 

. drawn an Emblem of Sovereignty, and Subjettion ; he ga- 
ther'd trom it Two Kinds of Dominiou; from which , as 
from Fountains, the ſeveral Forms of Rule and Obedience, 
which the Lawyers ſum up, might be Deriv'd. 

THE Fir/t Kind he calls Deſpotique : Parallell where- Deſpotical 
unto is the Power of a Maſter over his S/xve,-or of the Sox/ Authority 
over the Body. For as the Body is Void of any Natural ©9R®7 = 
ſelf-Motion, and ſway'd by the Influence of the Soul: So _ of © _ 

does the Slave, as not at his Own Diſpoſal, entirely ſubmit gjage. 
to the wi// of his Maſter. Thus Halter d Brutes do neceſla- 
rily follow their Leaders: And upon this Score perhaps 
it was, that the witty Greets would have fariny to be of 
the ſame Signification with Souarlw, to bind with Fetters. 
From 7h:s Sort does Iſſue the moſt ALſolute and Tyrannical 
of Gover:»ments ; where the Prince is under no Reffriflion of 
Law, but Deſtroyes and Saves, at Pleaſure. Thus Arb:- 
/ trary were the Kings of the Ancient Barbarians : And fo, 
' at this day, is the Grand Segniour; the Turks paying a Bru- 
/ ral Submiſionto what ever That Tyraxts Luſt impoles upon 
— them. C THE 
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Kinzly Go-  T HE Other K ind he terms-Xingly or Civil; where the 
vernment Prixce.Subnuts to Govern by Law. A Reſer:blance of This 
defin'd;, and We may find in the Command which the Mind exerciſes 0- 
compar'd to yer the Appetite ; Moderate; not Raſh, or Irregularly Co- 
the POWEr of ,.;ve. From This do flow thoſe well temper d Forms of Re- 
the Mind 9 *; ent Which we ſhall Amplify uponin the 7hird Book. — 
ver the AÞ® Row, by what has been fayd, we may collect, that, The 
petite, OW, ON WHE Ss. 5 s Es 3 20 
Duties of Government do conſiſt in- providing for the We/: 
fare, and Secarity of the Subjeth: Even as the Appetite is 
directed by the ind to the Choice of ſuch things as may; 
contribute to: the Zealth of the Whole Body. He next 
brings in that Vulgar Maxim, Mer of the Cleareſt Merit, 
ought Naturally to prefide ovor the more-Unworthy. Take 
notice here, that he ſhapes his Model. of a Ciry,: according 
to the Paternof a Family: The Authority of a Maſter 0- 
ver his ſave, inhis Occonomical Diſcourſes, he makes to be 
Deſpotical ; over his Children, Fzzgly; and over his IWife, 
Civil; Which is a Temperate fort of Regality. 

| SOME have undertaken to cenfure Ariſtotle, for fay- 
Ariſtotle”; that there are Slaves by Nature ; when-as the Civilians 
Aﬀertien of ing t wrt ICrCe Are o4aV Y 1d we ; 0-4S IC C/U17aH)s 
Natural ſpeak of Bondage as a Contrary to it ; and will have all-to 
Bandage be Free from the Beg/nning. But this Contradiction may 
baty tobe n= thus be falv'd: Ariſtotle has reſpect to the Cauſe ; They to 
derſtood, the Effed, or a certain Form of Servitude. With Him, 
With Refle- Bondage is an Impotency of the Mind, that Naturally re- 


"1 of 16 46 quires the Tuition of Another : But They underſtand by it 


| tines of onr the Condition of the Conquer'd, under the laſh of the Victor. 


rikek Now Ariſtotle oppoſes thoſe that would have his fort of 
Bondage to be againſt Nature, when the Cauſe of it ( Inca- 

_ pacity) is purely Natural : Nay, and adyiſes. the reclaim- 

ing of ſuch — Perſons, by perſwaſion or other- 

wiſe; as may moſt conduce to 'the Publick Good : For 

tho would not approve (he adds) the lancing or lopping off of 

a putrify'd Limb, zo ſecure the. Body frow:a Gangrene ? 

But to paſs over that Reaſonable Taference from a. Survey 

} of 


(11) 

of the reſpe&tive Members of Man's Body z, I mean, the 
wore Perte& have a kind of Natural Preheminence gver MO 
the more Infirm; withaut applying it to this purpoſe;  - * 

which yet might pertinently enough. be done: What can _ 
be more Expreſs in favour of this Afertion of Natural Bon- 
dage, than the Fifth Commandment; , Honour thy Father 
and Mother? It is not therefore without Rea/on, that the 
Philoſopher reprchends the [ntemperance of a great many, 
who: being tranſported with an inordinate 7hir/t after T 
know not what Phantom, which they call LZtherty; do 
extravagate in their 7weftives againſt that Subjedtion 
-Whieh the Law of Natare both approves of and commands. . . 
Aad this Reproach will alſo inevitably fall upon the Sedta- 
ries of. Our Times ; who do make uſe of the ſame wretch- 
ed Prezence with the Other, to inveagle the Unwary. Mul- 
titude into Diſobedience ; and athrm Subjettion to Princes tg 
be repugaant to the Goſpel, . But let me tell Theſe men, 
and all the World too, that the Goſpel has. not aboliſlrd 
the Fifth Commandment : and is ſo tar from Diſallowing, 
that (contrarily) it poſitively aferts Rule and Obedience, 
as the o/y means to preſerve Peace among Mankind; and ' 
the Zniverſe from Deſtruttzon : .Enjoining its Profeſſors a 
deference to all C:vi/ Saxitiens, 'as the Gifrs and Bleſſings of = 
the Xing of Kings. © 

ARISTOTLE now:falls again upon Oeconomy > Firſt Several 
Defining a Family; and, They proceeding to a Provifton tar WAYS me 
the S,ypport of it. In order hereunto, he propounds:Zhree po , rms | 
ſeveral ways: One. of them Natural; and the Other two © A 
the Product of /rvention. | 


THE Natural he makes to confiit of Graftery, Tillage, The Natu- 
and Hunting : He ſubjoins Plunderizg too ; which - Na- ral ways 
ture (he ys) pertectly abhors in any other Caſe than threefold. 
that of Lawfid Wars; which the Corruption of the World 
has introducd a Neceftry of , = 'the ſecuring to every 
4 2 man 


(12) 


man his R ht, againſt Incroachments. 
Traffque; THEN he ſuggeſts 7; Taſiqer as a Fourth Branch of 
what kind this Root ; by which, with the Overp/us of our Own 
of it Nat- Growth, we ſupply our ſelves, from Abroad, with what we 
Fat. have Occaſion tor. This way of Bartering, he terms Fa- 
mily-Traffque, and prefers it to the Uſe of Money, as more 
Eminently contributing to the Neceſſities of Human Wel. 
fare; Such Methods.ot Merchandizing are now, in Germa- 
y, obſervd by Men of Note only ; to whom, any other is 
accounted Di/honourable. 


The 4-:if- UNDER the Head of Invention, or Art, he Couches: 
cial ways: Skill and Induſtry, (with all the Efes of them) which we 
Retailing ought not to be ſparing of: The Craft of Retailing, (the 
Cenſur'd: main Proſpect whereof is Gain,) he reckons upon as Me: 
chanical and Servile ; ObjeCting againſt it as /xfamous, be- 
cauſe it tends to the Grievance of the Neceſſizous; by ſub- 
ſtituting a Fa/ſe, and ſcandalous Third End of Commerce 

(Lacre) to the Two Genuine ones, ſe, and Neceſſity. 
l Ofwry con- ARISTOTLE places Zſury among the Inventions 
bl md as Of Art too, for the maintenance of a Family; but yer 
Unnatural, taxes it as Unnatural; in regard the Original Deſign of 
Money was not that it ſhould beget it's Lzke ; but only to 
be a Hedium for determining the Value of each Commod;: 
ty. Now 2ſary, on the other ſide; isa kind of Exciſe upon 
the Borrower : Or, a Spe! over and above the Principal, in 
conſideration of the Loan of it. His Own words, ſo often 
quoted by Authors, are of this- purport : * Zſary (ſays: he) 
« is juſtly Cenſur'd, becauſe Oppolite to the Primitive End 
* for which Money was Coynd ; which was Convenience 
*in 7rafique, and not Se/f-increaſe : But here, Mony begets 
* Mony. @©ſury is term'd Fenus by the Latins, becauſe 
* Of-jprings do moſtly Reſemble their Begetters. Where- 
« fore this way of ſcraping Wealth, is to be deem\d, *of all 
<. others, the moſt contrary toNature. To. this, Learned 
INCIL 
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men have added other Arguments. As Firſt ; Where the 
ſe of any thing is the Conſumption of it ; the fe 1s inſe- 

ble from the 7hing it ſelf. But in 7his Caſe the Uſe is 
wholly diſtin& from the Subſtance: Therefore, againſt 
Nature. And again, Things naturally Barren, ought not 
to be eſteem'd Frudtiferous. But Tſury requires Gratifica- 
tions for Mony, as Frudtiferous, tho' in its own Nature it be 
intirely deſtitute of any ſuch Quality : Therefore--— But 
yet in letting out of a Farm, 'tis Jult to expect a Reafona- 
ble allowance for't ; becauſe Ground is Frugiferous. 


T O thoſe Modern Writers who ſtart the Queſtion, whe- ,, pry ought 
ther a Chriſtian may lawfully put out Mony to Uſe ; 1 briefly got a %. 
anſwer, That as Chriſtians do partake of the Benefit of o- made a 
ther Political Eſtabliſhments: ſo may they ſafely make'Trade of, 
fuch Bargains and Contratts, as the Laws do adjudge to be among 
Honeſt. Now tis true, that the Old Imperial Laws per- Oriſtions. 
mitted Z/ury; but yet they never undertook for the Z7o- 
e/ty of it. And who is ſo weak as not to underſtand the 
Ditterence of a 7oleration, and an Approbation? Tt is no 
more to be expected that the Laws ſhould extirpate af F- 
vils out of a State, than that a Phyficran ſhould cure a/ 
Diſeaſes : But as he prohibits any Medicines at all, in ſome 
Diſtempers, for fear of /rritation : Even fo is Policy fain to 
diſſemble with ſuch Yices as having been Authoriz'd b 
Antient Cuſtom, are not removable, but at Great Pine: 

I am indeed wholly againſt a Chriſtians Trading in ſary; 
and would adviſe him to any other Courſe of Life, that is 
Commendable. There are yet another ſort of People, that 
ſpend themſelves in 7ragical Declamations againſt the com- 
mon ways of Contratting, in uſe amongſt us. But alas !: 
Theſe Forward men do not conſider , that Cen/ſures and 
Fudgments of this quality are not for private Perſons, or 
Preachers, to concern themſelves in; but do fall under 
the Peculiar Cogyizance of the Magiſtrate ;. trom whom, 

: what 
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what is' allowable 1h this-matter, 15 to be learitd ; and 
whoſe Sextence'is Definitive in-tttTuch affairs. But Prea- 
chers are more eſpecially blame-worthy, tor intermedling 
in theſe kind of Busneſles; And much the more: fo, it 
they pronounce Determinations ':contrary to: the ſenſe of 
the Zaws - It being their'Duty to Preach up a Religious 
Obſervation of them ; and that all Bargains are Fu/t; which 
Authority declares fo tobe. For when the Reverence and 
Dignity of the Zaw comes once to be impair'd by: ſuch 
Unwarrantable Proceedings, Endleſs Tumults, and Con- 
fuſions do inevitably enſue, in a Commonwealth, But nei- 
ther yet, on the other fide,' are the Laws to be cofiſtru'd 
in an Over-rzgorous, but in an Equitable Senſe, with Indul- 
gence (now and then) to particular Seaſons, and Caſes. 
For things that are Ft are bottom'd upon a Mean ; which 
tlues from Awtcable and Healing Printiples. And where ' 
Poſitive Reaſons are wanting, Probabilities ought to ſatil- 
he : Extreme Juftice being the moſt Tnbhumane of all In 
juries. 
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On the Second Bookof POLITI QUES. 


"FTOHE Second Book is moltly taken up with an Z7ifto- 

rical Account of the divers Frames of Policy, Ex- 
tant in the Author's time: And begins with Plato's; who 
makes Secrates to bea Favourer of his Model; which Le- 
ves all things (not Excepting Wrves and Children) in Com- 
mn, Now Ariftorle produces Arguments to prove the /m- 
pratticableneſs, and Unnatural Drift of this Doctrine. IT all 
along defgn'd the Reader this Advertiſement , which I 
would have him- both Relye upon , and Confider ; Yzz. 
that the Divi/ten of Subſtance into Property, and the [nſti- 
rution of Matrimony, are the Ordinances of God , which 
all the Power of Man is as-Incapable of Evacuating, as of 
- AHN | altering 
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altering the. Seaſons ; Suramer, Winter ;| Night, Day; the 
Courſe of the Say, 'or the Motions of the Planets. . And 
an Zemorant fort of People there are, that'Phanſying Provi- 
dence to have no hand in the Eſtabliſhment,” or Conſerva- 
tion of Governments; and taking Offence at ſome flight 
Inconveniences therein; will needs be buſying themklies 
in forging new Forms of Regiment, and crying down. the 
Ol, upon a Pernicious Opinion that Governments are al- 
- terable, according to the Caprichec of private men. This 
Errour ought forthwith to. be abandon'd by every good 
Chri#ian, and a firm Belief. entertaincd, in its ſtead, that 
the A/mighty Eminently ſuperintends in all Szates: And 
that the preſent Government Eſtablifvd, is /mmutatle, upon 
pain of 77s High Diſpleaſure. 


' RIGHTLY now does 4ri/tor/z judge; that' the Dz- ObjeCtior 
 wiſep-'of things into Propriety ,. 1s #greeable' to Nature : 0 Plato's 
i the Civilians ;, that 1t is a Branch of the Law of Nati- Om" 
.," ons. But the Inconfiſtency of Plato's Infitutions with - ——— 
Right Reaſon, is palpalily manifeſt : For as Murther 1s an A- gm 
bomination to Nature ; ſo does Reaſon Evince Promiſcuous of allthing 
Copulation ( as. diametrically Oppolite to Wedlock ) to be 
Brutithly Cnuatural. For an Incertainty of . Of-ſpring muſt 
needs be the Conſequence to-a Prohibition of Marriage ; 
.and therefore an /ycertainty of Childrens Maintenance, and 
 Education., Beſides, if the {ue be 7ncertain, there can be 
 no.diſtinction of K/aad, .or refſpe& to Conſanguinity. All 
this Nature utterly abhors ; and the Scripture ſays, 4 man 
fag leave his: Father and Mother, and cleave to his Wife, 
9c. | - | 


THER E.is the fame facility of Ty in the'matter propriety; 
of ' Partitiog,alſo. For it it be true (as daily Experience greeable 
proves it to be) that /dle People would never take pains Nature. 
tora Livelihood, if their Neceſſities were ſupply'd out of 
EY : 4 the 
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the Common Szock ; If it be true that the Coverous and 4m- 
bitious, by ſeizing upon the Poſſeſſions of the Weaker, 
would be continually Violating the Boxds of ſuch a Com- 
munity, and filling every Corner with Confuſion , and 
Bloodſhed : the Reaſons for getting an F/tate, and for lay- 
ing a! ix Common, cannot but be Vaſtly Diſproportiona- 
ble. Since now weare born with Paſſions and Appetites of 
all kinds ; How were it poſlible for Zamane Nature to 
Subſiſt, without the wholeſom Zfeds of this Divifon of 
Subtance ! With ſuch like Irrefragable Arguments does 
he Obviate Plato's Opinions upon this Sabjet : And yet 
have not theſe Monſtrous A4jurditzes been without their 
Fawvourers, even in Our Times; and ſome of them Divines 
too, (but ſuch as were Unſound, and wholly given up to 
Novelties) that have not ſtuck to affirm a/l things to lye 
in Common by Divine Right. An_Errour the moſt Gros, 
and Unhappy, imaginable ! For upon the admittance of 
ſuch a Poſition, can we ever hope to keep Clear of thoſe 
wretched Bigetts , that blindly fall upon the ſerving of 
Satan, for God ſake; by invading the Rights of their 
Neighbours , and propagating Diſtractions , Rapins, and 
Calamities, where-e're they get foozing > Now how a 7e- 
et productive of ſuch horrid /mpieties can be Conſonant 
to the Peace breathing Inſpirations of the Holy Goſpel ; that 
Commands Obedience to Political Conſtitutions, and prohi- 
bits 7hefz, asa Mortal fin; T defie the moſt Partial Ad- 
mirer of this Dofrine, to Determine. But if now, on the 
other hand, we caſt our Eye upon the Advantages Iſſuin 
from Propriety ; and withall confider the Diſtznd. 8. of the 
Decretals ; Viz. © By means of Kings and Rulers upon 
* Earth, the Almighty has vouchſat'd to Mankind the Bleſ- 
« ſing of Laws, and Government : to any Unprejudic'd 
Perfon there will appear ſufficient Ground. for the ſupport 
of this Warrantable Poſition ; Property, and Diviſion of Sub- 
ſtance, is of Evangelical .Eftabliſhment. 

; SOME 
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SOME there are, I know, that have endeavourd to pj,,,v; cu 
qualifie the HZarſhneſs of this Yote for a C—_ of all munity Un- 
things ; by appropriating it to the Szate of the World be- natural and 
fore Natural Corruption. But alas! what can this ſorry Impractica- 
ſubterfuge make againſt 7s, or advantage Them, ſhould it Þ|- 42% 
be granted > For we are diſcourſingof the preſent Conditi- 700 5 
0 of things, under Original fin. Beſide that not one of —— Fa 
all the Anczent Lawyers ever pleaded Natural Right in fa- ygurgy; of 
vour of any ſuch kind of Communzty : But are Poſetive, it. 
on the other hand, that what 7n the / Fark was No bo- 
dies, Nature beſtow'd upon the Firſt Poſſeſlour. So that 
Property is moſt evidently agrecable to Right Reaſon ; and 
that, 1s, the Law of Nature. This may ſerve as an Anti- 
dote againtt the Inteftious Influence of this Pernicious Po- 
licy, which might otherwiſe, probably, prevail upon the 
Unſteady, and Inconſiderate, to their Dndoing. Let me add 
this further ; That 'tis one of the moſt Glorious Excellen- 
cies of our Chriſtian Profejron, that of a Reverential Con- 
formity to the Civil Eſtabliſhments of the Kingdom: And 
that all ſuch Principles and Pradtices as tend to affe&t the 
Publique Peace, are an Abomination to the Lord of Hoſts. 
To thoſe now that by pretences of Divine Right. do zea- 
loufly cry up this Community of all things; Obje& the 
Eighth Commandment ; Thou ſhalt not Steal: For by this 
Precept every one has confirm'd to him the /awful Enjoy- 
ment of his own Poſſeſſions. If the Goſpel be alledgd to the 
ſame purpoſe; lay before them Rom. 13. where S. Paud af 
firms, that all Legal [»/titutions are Gods Ordinances. And 
if they ſhall plead the Law of Nature, anſwer them with 
the Difates of Right Reaſon, which ſuggeſt the Impradti- 
cablen:ſs of ſuch a Projett : Becauſe the S/uggard would 
then //ve upon the Labour of the Induſtrious ; direttly a- 
gainlt Nature's Law , contained in theſe words, By the 
ſweat of thy Brows (halt thou eat thy Bread. 
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# he danger AF TER Ari{otle has given an accompt of the Polits- 
Wi f Inmova- cal Conſtitutions of ſeveral States; (all which are Obvious 
W210 MALE 1n ZZi/fory) he comes then to ſpeak of A/teration of Laws ; 
| _ wo which (though they ſhould be ſomewhat 7ucouvenient) he 
Wig the 25 YEE agantt any Raſh Innovation in. In t 's Point now, 
Gl lewer felts- all wiſe men doagree with him : Becauſe (as Z/piun lays 
il 4 of them, Well) there ought to be an Apparent Projpect of advantage 
''o be pati- tO Counterballance the hazard of the Change. Demoſthenes 
= born writes, that the People of Locris obliged all their Proje- 
q vath, ctors of Laws, to offer their Propoſals, with Ropes about 
: their Necks; that in caſe the Bi//s were not approved of, - 
| all ſuch qr price Maggots might be unmediately 
| hang'd out of the way. And Herodotus ſays, that no- 
| Honeſt man will aundervalue the Government of his Own 
| Country ; becauſe our Natural! Afﬀection for it, is fo Inſu- 
perable; that had we the Liberty of Chozce in the caſe, 
we ſhould ſtill prefer i*s Policy to that of any Forreign 
one, though never ſo much the Better. Hither may be 
alſo apply'd Ec. 10. which amplifies upon this 7heme ; 
and compares the New-mould;ng of a State, to the pluck- 
ing up of a Zedge: where the One opens a Pailage tor all 
manner of Yermin to creep into the Garden: the Other 
Capacitates the Looſe, and Diſaffetted, to Undermine, and. 
ſubvert the whole Political Machine. A Salve to this Soge, 
I know none better; than a Religious Afſurayce of Gods 
Over-ruling in the E/tabliſhment of Governments, and Laws; 
to which, Oedzence is.as Indiſpenſably neceſſary, as-is: any 
other Chriſtian Duty whatſoever. If it be demanded how 
far the Extravagances of Laws may be diſſembled, Ari/to- 
tle reſolves the Qu7/tion, in his Erhiques ; where he teaches, 
that Zaws ought to. be founded upon Right Reaſon; to: 
which, if any thould happen to be ſo _— repugnant, 
as to adminiſter to the Yitiating of Nature, all ſuch ought 
to be aboliſhed : But to ke born with, on the other fide, 
if the Grievances occaſioned by ſuch Deviatzons, be not 
| | Inſup- 
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Inſupportable. For as a Left-hauded man fhould not, to 
his certain prejudice, be' compelled to the Contrary C4- 
ſtom ; So neither ought Laws to be inſtantly Chang'd, be. 
cauſe they run not in the Viſible Track®of Nature. And as 
Phyficians, 1n their Applications to a Diſtemper, are parti- 
cularly careful of not tretting the 77 ZZumours of the Bo- 
ay; So are there certain 7yfirmities in a State, that will - 
not endure the Laxcet, but are only to be redreſs'd by 
Patience. I have been the more Expreſs upon this Subjett ; 
for that 'tis worth a mans while to be thoroughly inform'd 
in the Neceſſity of bearing with the Weakneſſes and [mper- 
 feitions of Governments. 


_ 


On the Third Book of Politiques. 


RISTOTLE, thebeſt Contriveft of Method, ha- 

ving obſerv'd all Sciences to be ſupported upon the 

Baſis of Common Principles; deriv'd the Original of his 

Political Inſtitutions from the Natural Propenſity of Man 

to Soczety : Of this Soczety, Marriage is the firſt Inſtance: 

Then comes on a Family; and from That proceeds a Ne- 

ceſlity of Command, and Obedience. Having driven the 

matter thus far ; he then perceiv'd, that a Cty would be 
. the Reſult of a Connexion or Combination of Families. 


'- PROPERTY, and Partition, are the Subjetts of 
his Second Book. In theſe Principles, now, are Compre. 
hended a Scheme of the whole Political Art. 


AS to the Busneſs of this his Third Book ; it is, to 
Define a City, and a Citizen ; and to ſet down the ſeveral 
Forms of Regiment, that have, at any time, been adopted 
into'any State. By the way, ler me admoniſh the Reader 
to contemplate the Profir of theſe Diſcourſes: Some _— 
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of furniſh Inſtrutions for the Menage of Trade ; Others, 
for the Deciſion of Controverſees : nt in his Readies let 
him alſo colle& Nores out of each particular Art, and a 
ply them to the ſervice of the Commonwealth, and of his 


own Private.--- But to Reſume my Purpoſe. 


A CI TY, #s a Body of Men, in. proſped of Mutual ad. 
vantage, and ſecurity, Incorporated by a Law. 


A CITIZEN, #s a Deniſon of this Society ; and ca- 
pable of bearing Office in the Government of it. 

THE Pullique Weal ſhould be the Chief Aim of eve 
ry Individual : As the ſafety of the Yeſſe! is the Care of 
all the Mariners, however diverſifid, and diitinguiſh'd, 
in their Statzons. 


POLICY, 7s the Sandion of Legal Ordinance;, as a 
Chard to Authority, and Obedience, i the Government of 
a Commonwealth. h 

Policy is either Sound, or Corrupt ; The Sound may be 
Branch'd into Three Diviſions. 


I. MONARCHY; Or, The Supremacy of a Single 
Perſon, in the Adminiſtration of a State, in order to 
the Publique Benefit. AI 

The Corruption of this Form, is the Generation of Ty- 

ranny : And it happens, when the Common Good is fored 
to Truckle under Private Intereſt.— The ſeveral Kinds -of 
Kingly Government ſhall be exhibited, in another place. 


I. ARISTOCRACY; Or, The Superiority of a 
few Able, Wealthy, aud Honourable Members, in Civil 
Tranſactions, over the whole Body P 9/1tique. 

Of thus ſort, is the Government of Noremberg : And the 

Degeneration of it 1s term'd Oligarchy ; where the Publique 
F; YEa- 
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Treaſure is drain'd into the Coffers of a Ravenous, and In- 
croaching Party. Thus tar'd it with Rome (of Old) under 
Sy//a: And not much better , is the preſent fate of the 
Commonwealth of Erfort. : 


IN. DEMOCRACY; Or, The People's keeping the Su- 
preme Authority in their Own hand. 

The Depravatzon of this kind, may be call'd Anarchy; 
Or (according to ſome) Democracy {till : when the Popalace 
do ſupport their Creatures, to curb, and Lord it, over the 
Nobility. This Model the Bores aimvd at in their 7amults in 
Germany: And much alike, is the Regimen of the Zzelve- 


Hans. 


HERE it is uſually controverted , which of theſe xo,,cty 
Forms, is the Beſt. - Doubtleſs Monarchy is, it the Judg- the beſt of 
ment of Homer ; or of the Perftan Princes (as ſet down theſe Forms. 
by Ferodotus in his Third Book) may be allow'd for 


Current. 


I'N this place alſo, do Modern Commentators argue up- The Pope's 
on the Neceli:ty of Oze man's being Zntiverſal Monarch, Pretences 
over all the World; And ſome of them, taking the thing to an Uni- 
for granted, have conferr'd the 7izle upon rhe Biſhop ot verſality of 
Rome; and, by a Conſequential Annexion, a Power ot di- © = es 
ſpoſing of Principalities, as the Toy ſtall take him : And = wining 

| Wh | t 
all this only.as an Appendix to his Office of Viccar-Gene- ,,,,. F 
ral, in which they tell you (it you'll believe them) he 
was inveſted by Chriſt himſelt. Tothe 7ruth of the whole 
matter, they fairly cite Grattan, as an Fuidence. This Er- 
our, I ſuppoie, took its Rjje trom the Fallacy of the ZZizh- 
Prieſts annointing their #zngs, in the O/d Law: Thence 
inferring , that Xinzs were beholden to them for their 
Crowns. Hereupon they Reaſon thus : The Goſpel is not 
of Particular, but Gencral, Intent ; The Pope 1s Chief Paſtor 
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cute Juſtice upon all kinds of Offenders. All this is con- 
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of all the Churches ; Therefore is his Secular Authority F- 
qual to his Spiritual: Beſide that to Amoynt, (ay they) is 
to make a Kinz. Theſe arethe Arguments by which theſe 
men, that know there's 5#// in Dawbing, do endeavour 
to ſupport the Popes Right to Summon, Chaſtiſe, and 
Dethrone Princes : Nay in truth of doing what he liſts. 
And upon no better grounds, the Roman Biſhops have of- 
ten attempted- upon the Perſons and Domznions of Kings 
and Emperours. Nay fo miſerably have the people (by 
their Zwplicite Faith) been ſeduced with this Poyſonous 
Dottrine, that for a long time it has been deem'd no leſs 
than Z7ere/ie, to queſtion whether Both Swords (their own 
Term) were Peculiar to his Holineſſes Scabbard, or not. Tf 
we do but ſearch the Scriptures now, they will learn us 
quite another Leſſon. My Kingdom is not of this World (ſays 
our Saviour :) And ſpeaking to his Apoſtles; The Kings 
of the Gentiles (ſays he) exerciſe Authority ; but it ſhall not 

e ſo withTou: And a number of other Ns to the fame 
Purpoſe. By all which it manifeſtly appears, that Chri//'s 


Is a Spiritual, not a Temporal Kingdom; and conſiſts in Vi 


vitying, and Directing the ZZearts of the Fairhful, by the 
Eoly Spirit, in the way to Salvation ; and not in aboliſh- 
ing of Civil Santtions, ordain'd. by God for the maintain- 
ing of Concord; and for the Puniſhment of the Wicked. 
The Paſtours Office is turther laid down in the words, Go, 
Preach the Goſpel : For to hold forth the Word, with Inte- 
rity, toremit Sins, and to denounce Gods Fudgments a: 
g4inſt the Incorrigible, are the proper Branches of his Fun- 
dion: His Commiſion not extending to Tyrannical Uſurpa- 
tions upon mens Lives and Liberties; but only to a Right 
Information of Conſczexces, in reference to the Datzes of 
Repentance, and an Honeſt oo But the Office of a A ing, 
on the o7her ſide, is, to eſtabliſh Laws, for the Prevention, 
or Revenging of /xjxrics, done to the Subject; and to exc- 


tained 


\ 
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tained in Rom, 13. The Magiſtrate beareth not the Sword 1n 
wain ; but for the encouragement of the well-doers, &c. Now 
as Wed/ock, however diverſifid from the Goſpel, is yet of - 
Gods appointment; ſo Empire, though ditierent, (it may be, 
from any pretended Goſpe/-Model) 1s, of Divine Inſtitution 
alſo. He that ſheds. Blood, by man ſhall his Blood be ſhed. 
In which words (ſpoken to Noah) Dominion is confirm'd, 
to take Yeugeance upon the Violators of Natures Laws, 
And omitting the Suggeſtions of Right Reaſon, in tavour of 
Gavernment ; the Fifth Command;n-nt 1s politive tor it; by 
Injoyning Obedzence to Parents, and Superiours. 

THERE are another ſort of thele Creatures, that will The $u- 


needs have the $ upreme Authority, to be Orizinally in the preme Pow- 
Pegple ; to whom they make the Prince to fiand Obliged ©, not Ori- 
for it ; as being Their proper Gift. But this Aſertion is 81Pally in 
Notoriouſly 2xzrue : For Kings-have a Right to Command, ** People. 
even over the 7wi/ng: Nor does their 7it/e only tlow 

trom El/edion ; but ſometimes from Hereditary Succeſſion ; 


or elſe from the Reſult of Lawtul Wars, Congue/F. 


THERE is yet one Sed more, of theſe Writers ; The p,,u, 
that reckoning upon the Necellity of an ©niverſal Mo- Emperouy, 
xarchy as certain ; and obſerving the Miicarriazes of their no Univer- 
Brethren, in placing it in the Pope, have endeavour'd to.ſal Ao 
mend the matter, by attributing this Latitude of Power 7arch. 

. tothe Roman Emperour. And to make all ſure, ſundry Au- 
thorities are produc'd out of the Bib/- : As, there went 
forth a Decree from Auguſtus Czſar, that all the World 
ſhould be Taxed. Give unto Cxiar the things that are Cx- 
fars,&c. ButTI anſwer in thort ; That 'tis a Rhetorical way 
of Speech, to put the maior part ' tor the whole + For theſe: 
words cannot be Underitood as /14vt:al upon the Vnz- 
verſe in General; but to concern thoſe Nations only, 


which were at that tune under the Roman Toke : Nay tie 
Scripture 


we, 
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Scripture it felt does elſewhere witneſs, that the time 
would come when this Vaſt Body of Empire ſhould be Can. 
tonized into divers Independent States. So that it may 
reaſonably be concluded, that neither the Emperour, nor 
the Pope, have any Juit pretenſions to ſuch an Z»#verſa- 
lity of Dominion. But, as there has Ever been many, and 
Atſolute Commonwealths, upon the Earth; ſo, at this day, 
is every Monarch entirely Supreme; and, within the Li- 
mits of his own Xingdom, Uncontroulable by any Humane 
Power. The four ſucceſſive Empires of the World, Hiſtory 
calls Monarchies : Not that they ever had, or pretended to, 
an 7niverſality of Rule; but in reſpe&t only of the Large 
Extent of their Territories. It was the Almightie's plea- 
ſure to caſt ſundry ſmall Principalities into One Great Em- 

- prre; in order, potlibly, to the more ſpeedy and Effe&tual 

( Propagation of the Goſpel. We read that the XAnowledge of 

the 7rue God, became, on a ſudden, wonderfully ſpread 

over all Perfta, and A4ſſyria, upon DaniePs keing carrid into 

Chaldga: And the Extenſive Greatneſs of the Roman Do- 

1inions, gave the Aprſtlesan opportunity, and open Paſ- 

ſage, to proclaim the Evange/ tar and near. Betide that 
by this means God's Omnipotence, (in that all the Nations 
of the Earth are in his hands, to do with them as beſt 
pleaſes him) became maniteſted to the Ch:/dren of men : 

Nay, and his FJ«/tice too ; in the Diſmembring ot Migh- 

ty Kingdoms, as a Fudement upon the People, tor their ma- 


The Predi- fold 7rarſereſions againſt him. 


fron of the 


Fall and 


Succeſſion of LET it be here obſerv'd; that in the Bible only, the 
the four Prediction of the Cataſtrophe and Succeſſion of theſe ſeve- 
Morarchies ral Empires, is to be met with. Certainly nothing can 
of the make more for the G/ory of our Chriſtian Profeſſion, than 
Werld, only the coming to paſs of thoſe Revolutions, at the exact time 
= -% wa foreto!d 1n the Seriptures. Becauſe this Confrderation alone, 
1c Bibie, 15 not only ſuſhcient ro evince them to be dictated by 
Gods 
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Gods Tufallible Spirit ; but that the ſame Cod is the Sove- 
reign Diſpoſer of all things, both in Zeaven and Earth. 
Oh! that this Refleftion might beget in us ſucha Reveren- 
tial Deterence to our Prince, and Government, as may be 
worthy of Zim, the Yicegerent ; and of 1, the ZHandy- 
work of ſo Omnipotent, Incomprehenfible a Being. 


Q—————_—_ 


Of the ſeveral ſorts of KIN GS. 


KING (properly ſo call'd) zs a Supremacy of Pow- 
er, Independent from all Earthly Authority. Now 
the ſeveral Xinds of Kingly Government might, Originally, 
proceed from the diverſitics of Diſpoſitions 1n the Princes ; 
ſome of which merited, and preſerv'd their Natural Right 
to an Unlimited Sovereignty ; Others, contented themſelves 
with a R:ſtrain'd One. The fr/? of theſe Kinds of Regalz- 
ty flouriſhed in the Primitive Times, when the Princes 
Wl was his only Law; which yet he was eſpecially care- 
ful to direct, to the Benefit of his People. Parallel to thi, 
is the Domeſtique Authority of a Father over his Children. 
This Form now ſeems to have much of the May in't: but 
it is hardly practicable, I doubt, in this Age of Corrupt- 
on, and Licentiouſneſs ; For that ſuch a Power falling into 
the hands of a Yicious Prince, would, in all likelihood, be 
perverted mto Tyranny. But he is rightly term'd a Tyrant, 
that 7ſurps an Authority, oppoſite to the Municipal Laws 
of the Land; and abuſe it to the Oppreſling of the Peo- 
ple, and to the promoting of his own private Deſigns, in 
direct prejudice to the Publique Intereft. From a frequen- 
cy of ſuch Pradtices, there ſprung a zeceſſity of providing 
againſt them, by the Santtion of wholefome Laws ; as a 
Compaſs tor the Magiſtrate to Steer his Courſe by, in or- 
der to the Pablique Welfare. By theſe means it was, that 
this other ſort of Kingly Adminiſtration was brought into 
| E Being ; 
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Being ; which yet, notwithſtanding the Qualifications of 
Laws, does confiſt ot an entire Supremacy of Monarchical 
Luſtre and Furiſdiftion. Some N 1tzons indeed, wetit ſo far, 
as to conllitute Garrdians to their Kings, to keep them 
within Bounds: Such were the Ephori, among the L acede- 
monians, who (ſays Thucydides) were impower'd even to 
Tmpriſon their Princes , it taey ſaw occation: But theſe 
were not Aings in Effect, tut only by Fqazvocation. And 
yet ſome Refniblanees of this P/itform are diſcoverable 
in the Conſtitutions of theſe 7;»cs:; For Germany has its 
Elettours; France hail its Princes in the Court of Parltia- 
ment, that were, as it were, EFphor; to their Kings: And 
fome Countries have more of this, others /e{s. Theſe 
Threads however are eaſily broken : Neither, in truch, is 
it altogether convenzent too obſtinately to withſtand the 
Princes Pleaſure ; who, in his Aetzons, is only accountable 
to that A/mighty Power that inveſted him in his Regalizy ; 
and whoſe Chief Reſtrictions ought to Iſſue from his own 
Conſcience.. For what a folly 1s it to exact upon a Prince tor 
a Rigorous Obſervation of the Laws, when he does Letter 
things of his own meer Motion, than they could otherwiſe 
oblige him to?. Beſide the Barbarous [gratitude of im- 
ploying a Dorative tothe prejudice of the Be/tower : For 
what elſe are Laws (I pray) but ſomany Ads of Grace in 


aKinz; or Expreſſions of his good will to TW in 


the admittance of their Petitions upon Tender ; which he 
was free to grant, or reject, at Pleaſure 2 The Premiſes du- 
ly conſider'd, I cannot but: highly commend, and approve 
of that ſound Policy , expreſsd in the /u//t:?ut:0n of the 
Hierarchy of Biſhops ; who by their. ſuvmitſive Applica- 
tions, Pious Admonitions, and Mature Counſels, might 
allay, and ſmooth the edge of Monarchy. And it may be a 
matter worth inquiring into, perhaps; wherlicr the m7x- 
ture of Clay and 7ron in the Statue of Danzel, be not Fin- 
Blematical of this Temperature of Kingly Government with 
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HERE, I remember, it uſes to be vehementiy can- The Do- 
vaſſed, whether it be /awfe/ for a Private man to; kill a Ty- ffrine of 
rant : And, whether a S«4jett may juſtly repel the 1legal —_ oe 
Violence of his Prince. Since Breach of Law in the ozxe, _ 5 Wi oy 
may ſeem to Cance/ the Obligation of Allegeance, in the o- yy,  ejoay 
ther. The Anſwer now is eaſie: For the Goſpel expreily condemwd 
prohibits all Private Vengeance :- and our Saviour ſays; as Impious- 
fe that takes up the Sword , ſhall periſh by the Sword. 
Therefore it —__ needs be /mpious, and «unlawful for a Sub- 
Jed to kill, or refiſt his Natural Lord, though he Govern 
never ſo 7yranzically. Beſide that the Stipulation, by which 
the Prince obliges himſelf to certain Rules of Adminiſtra- 
rion, is not the main Tye of the Peoples Obedience: For they 
ſtand Indiſpenfably bound by the Command of God, which 
exacts from them Honours and Obedrence, even to Fuil 
Kings ; and expreſly prohibits all manner of Forcible Re- 
fiſtaxce againlt the Supreme Magiſtrate, upon any pretence 
whatſoever. Thus to Live, and thus to Do, is ſafe, com- 
mendable, and Conſonant to the Principles of our Chriſti- 
an Faith. But yet there are an /enorant and Vnſteady ſort 
of People,{(I know) that, ſetting Light by Gods Z7oly Word 
contained in' the Scriptures, do mightily ſtickle a this 
Point of repelling the [legal Force of the Supreme Magj- 
frate to paſs in the Afirmative. But alas! the Plea with 
which they would ſupport their 4fertion, has ſo much of 
Unregeneracy 1n it, and ſo /izt/e of Reaſon, that there's no 
great danger of any ſober. Chri/ſtiar's being ſeduced with 
it; They tell you thar ; eh 

T HE Injuftice of a Prince towards his People, airually 
eiſcharzes them of thezr Obedience to him : And then they 
are Both «pon a Level. 


BU T what efte& can this dangerous Pretence have xo, ,,, 
upon any one, that is but able to diitinguth betwixt the ,,,,,;; on it, 
refu/rz to Execute a Mortally finful Command from: a ayjyerd. 

E.2 Prince; 
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Prince; andthe Fighting againſt, or X//ing him: where 
the Ore is palpably oppoſite to the Law of God ; the O- 
ther, a Patient Refiznation of our ſelves to his good Plea- 
fare. This latter Courſe took Daniel, the Prophets, and 
Apoſtles : who never went about to oppoſe the Violence 
and Injuſtice of even the worft of Prin:es ; though they 
were not to be wrought upon to ſubmit to their W7/s 
in a// things. ; 
HERE iscommonly ſtarted a Queſtion ; which of theſe 
God ap- Forms of Monarchy is moſt pleaſing to God > And Divines 
proves of arenota little divided, in the matter. Soxze of them con- 
all Reaſon- tend for the Subjects A/, to lye at the abſolute diſpoſal of 
able Forms the Prince: Others will have this acerbity of Bondage, to 
wor be repugnant to the Goſpe/: And in purſuance of this Do- 
2a trine, not many years ſince, they inſtigated the Malts- 
tude toan Abjuration of thew Lawful Sovereign, in order 
to the Recovery of their Goſpel-Liberty, (as they call'd it: ) 
Infinuating by Peſtilent Z74e/s, that all Profeſſors ought to 
be exempted from Offces of Zoyl, and from 7ribute. The 
former Opinion may indeed be Cenfurable as over-ri-. 
gorous, and Inhumane: But for this /azter, it not on- 
ly contradicts the Word of God, but is alſo deſtructive 
of Society and Commerce : So that it ought wholly to be 
Repudiated. And as to the former, let me here tell yau 
once for all, that ſuch Political Forms of Regimen as are 
grounded upon Principles of Reaſon : That do incourage 
and protect the Peaceable, and Honeſt ; Prohibit Yice, and 
Puniſh it ; all ſuch Forms (if we dare take St. Pau/s word 
in the Caſe) the Almighty does allow of. And although in 
{ome Countries the Reins of Government be kept more ſtridq, 
and in others, more Remiſs : Yet daes not this under, but. 
that they may Both fairly lay Claim to Divine Inſtitution. 
For as Remedies are adapted to the quality of the Diſeaſe, ! 
and proportion'd to the /trength of the Body ; ſo ought | 
Political Ejtabliſhments tobe more or leſs ſevere, according | 
to 


| 
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to the Natural 7, or ag and Genius of the People : of whom, 
ſome are ſo perverſly Brutiſh, and Untractable, that no 
fair means, or good uſage, will prevail upon them. This 
now is a cauſe. of the Diverſity of Civil Conſtitutions, by 
which ſome are treated as S/aves ; others, indulzfd, and 
priviledg'd; by the Generoſity of the Prince in eonſent- - 
ing to a Limitation of his Prerogative. Thus it is in Ger- 
many ; Where the Roman L.mvsare moſt in uſe: By this we 
ſee, that a// Sabjedsare not properly Slaves. Yet can it 
not be deni'd that Samue/ (in the Books of Kings) ſtating 
the Rights of Empire, does approve of the moſt abſolute 
Form; and calls it the Prerogative of a King : The Holy 
Ghoſt intimating by this, that Sovereignty, though it be ne- 
ver ſo Deſpotical, yet if it obferve Virtuous Meaſures, it is 
undoubtedly. of God's appointment. And the ſame thing 
may be inferr'd from the proceedings of Foſeph, who mile- 


 rably inthralld all Zgypt. Put from what has been faid 


there can be no reaſonable Conſequence, either that this Rz- 
gorous, or any one other Model of Regiment, ought to be u- 
niverſally entertain'd, in all Countries. For where the peo- 


ple have obtain'd a Grant of Priviledges, the Magiſtrate 


ought not in Juſtice to invade them: Becauſe in this caſe 
the Subjets Right isas undoubted, as is the Princes : onl 
the difference lies in 7hzs, that the Subject may forfeit his 


 Free-hold , by Miſdemeanour , or otherwiſe ; whereas the 


Prince is utterly Incapable of making any Forfeiture of 
his Crown. We read that Achab (Xing of Tſrael!) ſinned 
grievouſly , in ſeizing upon Naborh's Vinyard: becauſe, 
in that Country, God had eſtabliſhed a Limited Monarchy ; 
and allotted to the people their Propriety : And every King- 
dom has a Title to fk, Liberties, as the Laws of the ſame 
do aſſure to it. 


NAY even under 7yranny it ſelf, where A!l is meer 8 Liberty, 


Slavery, the Magiſtrate is naturally obliged to ſuch a/low- — 
ances 


! 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


Io, Go eo... 
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| 
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ances as may beſufficient for the ſupport of his peop/e.” For, 
as Solomon has it in his Book of Proverbs ; the Crib, the 
Whip, and the Burthen to the Aſs; Bread, Correflion, and 
f br 4d to the Slave. And the Civil Law does permit cer. 
tain degrees of Freedom, even to Bondmen, and Aliens. 


BUT then, on the other ſide; by the word Liberty 


hat | 
Ara -f ought not to be underſtood an Exemption from all Re- 


Ilword, Li- /ſfraint : For paying of Taxes, and Obedience; and the 


berty, ought hazzarding of all for the ſervice of the Goverment, are 


j/to beun- Duzzes equally Incumbent upon the Freeman, and upon 
\derſtood. the $/ave. And thoſeare the Peſts of Mankind, that cry 


up Liberty as a Licenſe to Sedition, not as an /nceative to 
Loyalty. Now let every one of us lay it to heart; that 
ſince we are born for Society; which can never be pre- 
ſerv'd without Superiority and Obedience, it becomes both 
our Duty, and our 7xtereſ/t, to contribute as much as in us 
lies, tothe WWeal of the Publique; and to the maintenance 
of the E/tabl:/Þ}d Political Conſtitutions. 


p"Y _ PX 
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Of LAWS. 


RISTOTLE concludes his Third Book with this 

Quzre ; Which is the more Preierable, the Government 
of a Commonwealth, according to the Arbitrament of a 
W.ſ-, and a Juſt Prince; or, according to the preſcriptions of 
a written Law 2 There are certain unexpericnced perſons 
that have revived this Qz2/tion, now In our Times: Their 
Reaſon this. They happening to be men in Office, phan- 


it {id it a leſſening of their Crcd/r tobe ſtill treated as Schoot- 


Foys, and debarr'd the Exerciſe of their own Judzment ; by 
Leing ohgcd to Copy atter the P/xcirs of every Prating 
L.awyer : And the Vencration pa.d to the Labours of the 


Anciciuts, Was unſavoary to the Delicate Palates of theſe 


forward 
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forward Statiſts. Nay ſome Learned men (but fuch whoſe 
Talent lay another way) have .not a little contributed to 
the 5z0yjng them up inthis Per ; by an Artinciai and ſub- 
ti} way of Reajoning- AS thus, | 

Many things maſt of nee-ffity be left to the Determination 
of an Equitable Judge ; for that, it is impojitte to compre- 
hend all Cafes and k.mergencies, in the Body of the L.nv. 
Therefore mizht the Formaltities of L.1w-Courts well be ſpai'd, 
and all bum: {ſes more naturally d:;patch'd, Ly fach a Conciſe, 
and convenient Method. 

AND to make this Prerzence yet the more playſthle, 
fhey take occaſion of Cenluring the De/ays, and. /buf- 
fling prattices, which the people are commonly expoſed to, 
in theſe Covrts. All which Grievances (they alledge ) 
would be redreſsd; by an allowance of the Sentexce of 
the Magiſtrate, though not punctually calculated accord- 
ing to the Quillers of Law, to be Decretory, and Concla- 


ding. 


or mitigate the Arbitrarin:ſs of thelr Decrees. Becauſe 
knowing themſelves to be 7naccountable , either Igno- 
rance, Paſſion, or Partiality might otherwiſe be ſtil] pre- 
vailing upon them, to take up with G/zmpſes of Rea/on, 
and Appearances of Truth: For even good men” themſelves 
grow, many times, the worſe by Licenſe. hs 


————— as. tat. 
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he Neceſ- BY all this we fnay learn, now ; that Zaws are of ne 
Wy, and ceſfary, and Excellent Ze ; and a General Good ought e- 
WE-xcellence yer to weigh down a Particular Inconventence : As Phy- 
f Lew fques, though it reaches not to the Care of all Diſeaſes, is 
yet held in juſt Efteem, for the Effect it has upon the Ge- 
nerality of them. Nay, the Miſchiefs Iſſuing from ſuch a 
Liberty, would be as afflicting to a Szare, as they are Una- 
= voidable. For ſuppoſe a Fudge indu'd with a Spirit of In- 
| | fallibility, as well as of ZZoneſty ; yet will not all this an- 
| nul the neceſſity of Political Inſtitutions; becauſe the 
| Reaſonableneſs of a Decree will never ſatisfie the Litigious : 
But they will ſtill be queſtioning either the Judges Care, 
or his [ntegrity; where there isnot an Indifferent, Legal 
Standard to examine the Fu/tice-of his Sentence by. This 
isthe only way to quiet the Clamours of the Contentious : 
becauſe they are Conſcious that the Laws were Enacted 
for the good of the Whole ; and not to gratific any pri- 
wvate Intereſt: and ſo have no Colour lett them, or Ex- 
cuſe, for refuſing to ſubmit to their Authoriry, 


| 
| 


How Laws FROM the multitude of Tnjuftices that were conti- 
Wicame at nually ated under the Cover of this A4rbirrarineſs, pro- 
Wficſt, tobe ceeded the /rvention of Laws, as the beſt means to tree the 
Wimade. people from ſuch Burthenſome Oppreſſions; and for prevent- 
= ing affronts to the Langage of the Magiſtrate : For the 
placing the Reaſons of their Determinations upon Record, 


Tudgment ; which though 1t might perhaps ſeem ſevere, 
yet the Legality of it was its Juſtification : And although 
the /oſs of a mans Cauſe might ſometimes make him unſa- 
tisf'd with the Reaſonableneſs of the Law that occaſion'd 
it: Yet the Complaint reſted there ; becauſe that was the 
Rule agreed upon, for the determining ' of Right and 
Wrong; and the Generality of its Reception made its YVali- 
dity Unqueitionable. But this Argamentation might be 


1p; 'd 


= 


took away all ſuſpition of Partzality, or. Errour in the 
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ipard; if we would butduly conſider it,that all wiſe Sates- 
men have unanimouſly concurr'd in an Opinion, of the 
neceſſity of written Laws. And the Arguments on the other 
hand,” ought not to be brought into Competition with 
ſuch a number of Grave Authoritzes. When I conſider 
that in all other Arts, only the Maſt-rs of them are eſteem- 
ed Competent Judges of Controv-r/tes arliingabout them ; 
I cannot but reprehend that unhappy Levy of Z7umour, 
ſo predominant among us, which will {till be Magiſteri- 
ally Cenſuring the Proceedings of Princes, and Great men, ' 
ata venture: without any regard to the Reſpect enjoyn'd 
us to our Swperiours; or to tile dficulty of the Polztical 
Art, aboveall others. This Yaziry ougat etiectually to 
be provided againſt ; as not only detracting from the 
Diznity of this glorious Science ; but including alſo an /#- 
let to the moſt pernicious of Czv2/ Confufions ; tor it is de- 
ſtruttive of Order, and impairs the Veneration due to the 
Government. 


TAKE Arifotle's Opinion of wrttex Laws in his own Legal Rule 
words ; 5 uiv iy (fays he) Ti vigor xiawor deyeer, OC. That is preferrd 
to ſay ; © Where wholeſome Laws are entertained, as a to Arbi- 
* Rule for Civil Proceedings, in a Commonwealth ; it ar- trary- 

« guesa Diſpoſition in that people, to depend upon Dzvine 
* Reaſon, for their Proteftion. But where a Tyrant 1s the 
.—- Moderator ; there the Subject 7 ruckles to a Brute ; 
* and lies at the Mercy of Paſſion, and Corruption : where- 
«as the Laws know none of th; as being True Reaſon, 
© diveſted of all 4fedtions. Thus much was we// ſaid ; tor 
it inſinuates, that Laws are not only according to Natare, 
but that a Dezry does Eminently Influence, in the Sanction 
of them. For the Philoſophers did hold the Suverintenden- 
cy of a Providence, in the Conſervation of rhe 7n7verſe : 
And further ; That Man brings into the World with him, 
ccrtain Natural Principles, and Seeds of Knowledge, wich 
are 
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| are the pure Efeds of the Divine Bounty. Nor have they 
Judgd amiſs in this matter. 


| The Roman THE Germans were once a Barbarous People : But at 
| Lawsenter- this day they are happy 1N their Civil Inſtitutions, which 


tain'd in are calculated according to the Model of Ancient Rome. So 


Germany. that they muſt be Equitable, as being grafted upon a Szock 


that was planted by the moſt Wiſe, Juſt, and Succesful of 
Nations. And to ſpeak the Truth, zt ſtands in a great mea- 
ſure indebted to this Policy, for its preſent ſtateat Zuma- 
ity, and Moderation. 2 


The Jewiſh THE Jewiſh Platform was unqueſtionably of Divink 


| Platform Invention : but yet it was chiefly adapted to the Temper of 
| never de- -that particular People; and could never bedeſign'd tor an 


. and Solor's. 


hign'd for 2,,;verſa! Model, to the utter aboliſhing of all other Z- 


al + Stabliſhments. 


' The Reman LICURGUS'S Laws were many of them Yici- 
| Zawscom- ous, and Impratticable. Solon's, indeed, were more Rati- 
, mended; :074/; But the Romans, who-came atter Both, found it ne- 


and Ppre-. + ceffary to correct, and amend them in many conſiderable 
ferr'd © © Points ; asthat of Marriage, Sc. So that upon the whole 

$2 matter, I may ſafely affirm the Rowan Laws to be fo Ex- 
act, and Eftectual, as to all caſes that relate to the we! 
being of a Community; that Reaſon, 'and Nature, is Emi- 
nently Conſpicuous in, every Branch of them. And 
though there were no uſe-of them at the Bar, yet would 
I adviſe the Reading of them in Schools, as the beſt means 
of Seaſoning the Fudgment, and Ripening it tor Civil Con- 


Objections 
againſt ſuch 
as would 


have the cernments. 

Zewiſh Mo- | 

del to be NOW cannot T away with thoſe weak and unſound 

eſtabliſh'd g,atterersin Divinity, towhom nothing 1s Reliſhng but. 

Novelty , and Change. They are wholly unieen . this 
tuay; 


in all Chri- 
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Study ;. and yet are ſharp ſet upon forging of zew Frames 
of Policy, in oppolition to the Preceprs of all the Ancient 
Civilians and Experiencd States-men. Noyle, and Confi- 
dence are indeed their Greateſt Arguments: but yet in 
the Yan of all their Lefures, and Zarangues, you ſhall ever 
find the Yerni/h of Rel:gzon, and Conſcience; and Pretences 
of Hearty good' will to the Publique. But alas! how eafie 
is it todiſcern the Cheat thorough all this Fucus 2 eſpeci- 
ally when we have it upon. Record; and by Experience e- 
very body knows it, that under the /e/f-/ame Mask have 
{till been carried on, the moſt Helliſh of Conſpiracies, and 
the horrideſt of Yi/anzes, that ever were brought to 
Lizht, ſince the Fall of Lucifer. The main end, I fear 
me, of all this Artificial Clameur, is either to Batt for ſome 
Fat Bemefice ; or elſe, to ſerve the Turn of a Diſaffected, 
and ambitious Patron. For they tell you that all Zea- 
theniſh Laws are to be thrown aſide, as /inful; and eliher 
Moſes's, or new-minted Models. of their own (and none 0- 
ther) to be received-in their ſtead. Now the /atter part 
of this Project is Ridiculous, and Vain; as to the former, 
he that underſtands the Nature of Chriſtian Liberty, may 
eaſily perceive the unreaſonableneſs of all fuch npofitions > 
For it 9ppears by Ad. 15. that we are wholly diſcharg'd 
from thoſe OZligations; becauſe if the Few?iſh Platform 
were citabliſd among «s, we ſhould then loſe the Name 
of Gentiles ; the Converſion of whom, the Scriptures ſo of 
ten mention; and become Proſelited Fews. But hear 
their Argument. . 

That which :5 not of Faith, (ſay they) # Sin. 

The Maziſtrate Determining according to the Roman, or 
other Laws, carnot be ſure that his Judgment is plea- 
fog to God, becauſe not pronounced according to His 
Rule. 

Therefore caght all Princes to have Recourſe to thoſe Laws 


only, that God himſelf has eftabliſl#; A, 
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The Chief TO thisIanſwer; That the Mor Propoſition is ſim- 
nd of the ply Fa. For a Magi/tratemay be fatisfid in his Conſct- 
Biole; in ence that his Sertence is pleaſing to God, though deliver'd 
anſwer to according to the Tenour of the Roman, or any other Juſt 
1 _ Law; becauſe he has many Texts of Scripture to warrant 
_ ſuch an Aſſurance. Beſide that it never was the End of 
choſe Sacred Writings to exhibit Poſitive Preſcriptions in 
ſuch Civil Caſes, as tall under the Cogmizance of Humane 
Reſon; as being of Afinity to Eating, Tillage Building, 
Sc. But their Real Dejrga isto reveal tous the Wi/ of our 
Creator, 1n order to our Eternal Salvation. 


—l 


That Hereſie, &c. in a Prince, deſtroys not his Right, 
&cc. to Govern. 


vw ICXKLIFF, andothers, by Sophiſtries and 4r- 
. gumentations, have labourd to prove, that ZZe 
that has not the Gift of the Holy Spirit, ought not to be ad- 
mitted as a Magiſtrate. But this 4fertion 1s eafily over- 
thrown, by a number of Texts of Scripture that directly 
thwart it; by allowing a Prince a Right to a Crown, 
though he be under /mmoral, or Trreligious Circumſtances 
of Tncapacity. Give unto Czfar (ſays Chriſt ) the things that 
are Cxfars: At the uttering whereof it is Notorious, that 
alewd and Pagan 1do/ater was poſleſs'd of the Imperial 
Throne. And although S. Paul knew very well what 
Heathenih and Vicious Wretches were then in Authority ; 
yct at that very time, in his Epiſtle to the Romans, he ſtuck 
not todeclare the Magiſtrate to be Gods Miniſter : Nay, 
S. Peter enjoyns Obedience to the Xings of his time, were 
they never ſo wicked or Atheiſtical : In ſaying the Kings 
of the Gentiles exerciſe Authority ; our Saviour allows 
them the Title of Sovereigns, without making any Excep- 


tion to them for the /mpzery of their Lives, or the Errour 
| of 


— 
——— 
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of their Belief. Daniel plainly tells Nebucodonozer, that 
God had beſtow'd upon him a X#i»gdom. And in the Pſal- 
miſt Kings are call'd Gods ; though, in the ſame breath, he 
upbraided them for their /»iquities, and Corruptions, Ma- 
ny other Inſtances there are to the fame purpoſe. But 
< theſe are ſufficient to convince all ſober men, of the weak: 
neſs, and unſoundneſs of all ſuch Pofitions : And that in 
the matter of Government, the Religion or Manners, are not 
ſo much to be regarded, as the Command of God; which 
preſſes all due Reverence to the Perſon of a X7ug, though 
there wereno other Motive to it, than the /acredxe/s of 
his Punition. Chriſtians may further take notice, that 
God many times puniſhes a People, by ſetting a Vicious 
| Magiſtrate over them, as a Judgment upon them for their 
fins : So that it is our Daty to amend our own Lives, and 
not to ſeek the deſtruction of that of our Prizce, if we 
be afflicted under his Government. The Sentence of Eur. 
pides that recommends a Patient Toleration of the Irre- 
gularities, and Errours of Kings, 15 worthy our Chri/ſtzan 
Imitation ; for we are bound, in Conſcience, to ſubmit to 
the /»junttions of the Powers above us. 


FOR Argument ſake, T will now give you a taſte of 
Wickliff's way of Reaſoning upon thus Point ; as a preg- 
| nant proof of the Byaſs, and "—_— of his Judgment. 
Civil Dominion(lays he) grounded upon Natural. 
Natural Dominion is to be Jult. 
Therefore Civil Dominion reſts upon 7he ſame Bottom. 
He urges, in Proof of the Miner, that Adam receiv'd 
the Gift of his Authority, in lis itate of /unocence. Civil Dom 
m10n may 
B UT, Ifay, that the Minor 1s falſe, this notwithſtand- fall upon 
ing : For I deny that Natural Do:ninion IS, tobe Juſt; and —_ = e 
thar F/tice (eſpecially Perſonal) is ſo eſſential to Sovereign- cs f 


ty, that the defedt of the oxe, does Cancel the Right of the ;- 
| other. 


The Or:- 
ginal of 
Laws. 
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ether. Becauſe, admitting that Adam was clotld-in' Orig 
nal Righteouſneſs, when he had his. Dominionkbeſtow'd up- 
on him; yet itis clear, that the ſame Right was continu'd 
to him after the Labetaction: of: his /zmocence. And, in 
truth, what can be meant by Natural Dominion, more than 
this? A Decree of Reaſon to dirett 'a right uſe: of 'the Goods. 
of Nature, in Order to the welfare, and. ſecurity of Man.. 
But if this So/utizn be Jdeem'd liable to queſtion; 1t: may” 
be thus ſupported: Civil Dominion is founded upon the Qr- 
dinance of God. 7his Ordinance was- eſtabliſhd after the 
Tranſer:jjion of Adam. Therefore may the Right to Civil Do- 
minion fall upon a wicked Perſon that is wholly unworthy of 


it. Tt has been my Care, throughout this Dz/courſe, to - 


make uſeof ſuch Arguments as have Gods Word to Coun- 
tenance them; even to the rejecting of almoſt all others - 
As knowing well that thoſe would tind better acceptance; 
and the Authority of them be preferr'd to the Thorny So- 
phiſms, and Glimmerings of Flumane Wit. 


IN a word: After the Fall of 4dam, there aroſe a ne: 
ceſſity of Laws, for the Correion of Yice; and conſe- 
quently of Magiſtrates, to put them in Execution : So 
that Natural Dominicn may be warrantably defined thus. 
AGrant of Authority, from rhe Law of Nature, to ſome 
particular perſons , for the reſtraining of- the Licentzous. 
For it isccrtain,that 4am, after us Offence, preſerved his 
Natural Title to the Law, as well as his Reaſon. And C7- 
vil Dominion may be term'd, Az Execution of the Natural. 
For without ſome f# perſons to fitat the Helm, and a Care 
to ſuppreſs ail other Pretenders ; the Publique Aﬀairs of 
States can never be capable of any Regular, or Politique 
Adminiſtration, Now the doing of all this may be call'd 
Civil Dominion, which is a certain Effect of the Natural. 
And what Broyls and Confuſions in a Ci, nay in a Fa- 
my, would be Conſequential to ſuch wicked Practices we" 

war 
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ward deſtroying the Authority of the Magiftrate, or of 
hte Parent, as theſe lewd Principles of his do ſuggeſt, and 
approve of? By this way of Proceeding , no Prince or 
Commonwealth could ever be ſecure, or ſupport themſelves 
againſt the Confederate Violences of Ambition, Luxury, and 
c all manner of Yices : For nothing is ſoeaſie, as topick a Hole 
in another mans Doublet. Nay it will pluck down Gods 
Terrible Wrath and Vengeance upon all thoſe Miſcreints, 
that ſhall dare to treat Irreverently the Lords Annointed. 
But Wick/if goes on. 
Al the Actions ef a wicked man (ſays he) are ſinful. 
He ſins in the Exerciſe of Authority. 
Theretore he  /xcapable of beings a True Magiſtrate. 

I REPLY to ths; that a Prince's at uſing of his Pow- Tncapacity, 
er, can never Amnnihilate his Rizht to Dominion : Becauſe or Irrels- 
that's not capable of any Forfeiture. Nor is a Concurrence £99, does 
of the greateſt Perſonal Failings, in a King, ſufficient to ex- 19 _— ; 
culſe or ,juſtifie any Attempt whatſoever, toward the De- —_ re 
th-oning of him. But his Concluſton 1s falſe too; for it Cn ; 
ſhould not be, He i no true Magiſtrate; but Fle abuſes bis 
Authority, [as not having a Right Faith toward God 2 ] 

And this aſe is not Repugnant to the Nature of Govern- 
ment. For to fay it were, would be the ſame thing, as for 
a body to argue thus idly ; 
do Whatever a wicked man does, 1s ſin. 

Fe tins in Eating. 

Therefore he does not really Eat. 

THIS now is an apparent Nou-Jequitur for the [nju- The Gu: 
flice of Governing, or the finfulne!s of Eating, is no more, cluſo " " 
| than the doing of ezther, without True Faith: And do not 
| any way imply a/infulneſs in the 4/c47 it ſelf, or in the fim- 
| ple Enjoyment of his Right. But I am ſick of ſpending time 
| upon ſuch feeble Cavizs : Nor in truth had F gone thus far, 

but for the ſake of diſcovering to the Green Wits, the forry 
| Delufons with which Sat«a does unpoſe upon all ſuch, as 
| out of a Proſpect of Werldly Advantages, are prevaild up- 

2n to deviate itom the Path of Truth. F | 


